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Thank you for inviting me to your production of ‘Best of British’ a compilation of some of the classic 

British television series, comedy sketches and with a bit of Shakespeare thrown in. In the show, we 

were taken on a whistle stop tour of what we Brits love to watch. It was great to see both of your 

youth groups taking part and to have all 28 young people on stage for the musical montages at the 

end of each act. 

 

Act One  

The Vicar of Dibley 

Jocelyn Evans, Florence Parrett, Mia Gupta, Huw Rees, Jess Beazley, Amara Khurana, Hector Hughes 

and Jasmine Kandohla 

This was taken from the first episode when new vicar Gerry played with confidence by Jasmine arrives 

in the village. Each of the actors had cleverly taken features and catch phrases from their characters 

so that they were easily recognisable. Jess as Jim was hilarious with her ‘yes, yes, yes, yes, no’ and 

Amara had Mrs Cropley to a tee. Jocelyn was suitably severe as David; Mia made a very bossy Frank 

and Hugh was suitably dithery as Hugo. Hector delivered Owen’s innuendos with great comic timing 

and Florence was ditsy as Alice.  

 

Four Candles 

Marnie Tang, Bruce Christensen and Finlay Skinner 

This is such an iconic sketch and one that has survived the test of time. It was brilliantly played by 

Marnie and Bruce who had the characters of the two Ronnies off to a tee. Marnie was dead pan with 

great comic timing as she asked for each item on her list and Bruce getting progressively more 

frustrated complemented her perfectly. Finlay coming in just at the end for his cameo was very funny. 
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Hole in the Ground 

Hector Hughes and Rufus Fear-Bettis 

Hector and Rufus performed this well with a mix of singing and speaking the words of the song. They 

had good timing and made very good use of the ‘hole’ in the stage floor and the building site props. 

 

Trigger Happy TV (parts 1 & 2) - Penelope Dunn 

Penelope delivered these short skits perfectly, shouting into her oversized mobile phone to our 

amusement. 

 

Dad’s Army Scene 

Marnie Tang, Freya Hall, Darcie Bennett, Grace Paddison, Ada Tang, Emily Ramsey, Martha Rees, 

Nancy Hughes, Poppy Simmonds, Finlay Skinner and Beatrice Parrett 

This group worked together well, and I like the additions made to their costumes to aid in recognition 

of the characters in particular Frazer’s kilt over his uniform trousers. Mr Mainwaring’s iconic line 

‘Don’t tell him Pike was perfectly timed by Marnie and very funny. Nancy had a soft lilting Scottish 

accent and Poppy’s German accent was clear and forceful. Freya was perfect in her portrayal of the 

childish Pike and the rest of the group gave good support. 

 

Blood Brothers Scene 

Jasmine Kandohla, Izzie Davies, Charles Monte, Florence Parrett and Alice Parrett 

First up was the very poignant scene where Mrs Lloyd persuades Mrs Johnstone to give up one of her 

twins when they are born, Jasmine and Izzie playing the two women had great characters and sang 

very well together. In the second scene, we saw the twins played by Florence and Alice meet and we 

soon realised that there wioud be trouble ahead. The two girls worked well together and despite their 

different backgrounds you could see that the twins had forged a bond. 

 

Merchant of Venice Scene 

Mia Gupta, Jocelyn Evans, Huw Rees, Fleur Malin, Jess Beazley, and Charles Monte 

This excerpt from Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice was well played by the group who had mastered 

the phrasing of Shakespearean prose and delivered their lines very well.  
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Lauren’s School Trip 

Darcie Bennett, Ada Tang, Finlay Skinner, Grace Paddison with Pen, Emily, Beatrice and Bruce. 

This was a lovely sketch and Darcie playing Lauren had brilliant timing and a ‘do I care’ expression to 

her character. She delivered the lines ‘am I bovvered’ perfectly with lovely hand gestures and facial 

expressions to support her dialogue. Opposite her was a very competent teacher played by Grace 

who despite everything Darcie was throwing at her maintained her authority. They were supported by 

Lauren’s classmates who reacted well to what was going on in the class. 

 

Music Montage (Pop Hits from the 1950’s to Present) – Whole Company 

From Cliff Richard to Adele, this montage brought u many of the oldies and goodies of the pop world 

through to more modern pop icons. At times the group seemed a little unsure of the songs, but still 

sang their way through them all, keeping time and rhythm. One little tip, do remember to smile J 

 

Act Two 

Dead Parrot Sketch 

Freya Hall and Orson Tang 

Freya and Orson worked well together on this sketch with some good comic timing and physical 

theatre. I did feel for the poor parrot when Orson was hitting his head on the table to prove he was 

dead, but it was very funny! 

 

Kevin the Teenager Sketch 

Grace Paddison, Zac Winter, Hector Hughes and Nancy Hughes 

I really loved this sketch and Hector and Nancy were brilliant as Kevin and Perry. Their characters and 

line delivery were perfect as they changed their style when speaking to their own parents and each 

other’s – hilarious. Playing Kevin’s parents, Grace and Zac did very well to maintain straight faces 

during the sketch and not lose it! 

 

Billy Elliot – The Letter 

Charles Monte, Jasmine Kandohla and Izzie Davies 

This was a very poignant sketch full of feeling and emotion. All three sang very well together with 

lovely tuning and dynamics. It was such a shame that there was a glitch in the sound, but well done 

for carrying on, very professional.   
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A Midsummer Nights Dream Extracts (The Mechanicals) 

Martha Rees, Beatrice Parrett, Poppy Simmonds, Zac Winter, Emily Ramsey and Amara Khurana 

This group worked well together as the mechanicals putting on their play about Pyramus and Thisbe 

the star-crossed lovers. They spoke clearly with good projection and characterisation, interacting well 

together and delivering the Shakesperean lines with confidence. 

 

The Spanish Inquisition 

Fleur Malin, Mia Gupta, Jess Beazley, Jocelyn Evans, and Alice Parrett 

This sketch was a little chaotic at times with the quick-fire line delivery and lots of movement and 

interaction between the actors. The quote “no one expects the Spanish Inquisition” though, came 

through loud and clear. 

 

Blackadder – Over the Top scene 

Huw Rees, Charles Monte, Orson Tang and Zac Winter 

This was the poignant final scene in ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’ where Captain Blackadder and his team 

are about to go over the top of the trenches and into battle. These four worked well together and the 

lighting and sound effects as they went over the top were excellent and added to the power of the 

piece. 

 

Musical Theatre Montage - Company 

Singing a montage of songs from the musicals found the group on much surer ground than at the end 

of the first act and it was clear that they were all very familiar with songs from the musicals. Amongst 

others, we were treated to songs from ‘Oliver’, ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat’ 

‘Matilda’ and a show stopping finale from ‘Six’. The group sang well together with great enthusiasm 

and obvious enjoyment. A great end to fun show celebrating the Best of British. 

 

Creatives 

 Chez Annetts (Director) assisted by Sophie Hucker 

Chez and Sophie had worked very hard with the group to deliver a large number of different sketches 

and musical numbers. The youngsters worked very well together and there were some excellent 

performances. I was so impressed that they were able to perform iconic sketches from shows that 

were on television years before they were born capturing all the nuances of the characters. What I 
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really love about this group is that the leaders give everyone the chance to perform even just a few 

lines so that they enjoy being on stage learning stagecraft together and gaining in confidence. 

 

Together the group were wonderful and are really developing their theatre skills well. Just a few little 

theatre craft things to think about going forward which will make your performances even better. 

Remember if you are speaking to someone across the stage to turn your head slightly to the front so 

that we can hear your lines. If your character needs to deliver their lines with speed, remember you 

still need to be heard, so work on the clarity of what you are saying. And lastly, when you are singing 

in a group, remember to smile J 

 

Dave Robinson (Stage Manager) assisted by Henry Marchant with Sara Beazley, Sabrina Christensen, 

Clare Rees, Sarah Davies, jo Hall, Sarah Tang, Lucy Malin, Tori Dunne, Anu Chada, Emmajane 

Hughes, Caroline Hanson (Chaperones) 

The stage was well managed with smooth transitions between scenes and slick movement of set 

pieces. Together with the chaperones, the stage managers ensured that there were clear entrances 

and exits to the stage and the youngsters were kept safe at all times. 

 

 Dave Williams (Lighting Design) 

The lighting was very good throughout, helping to invoke many different emotions for the different 

scenes. All areas of the stage were well lit with no areas in shadow. The red lighting effects in Over 

the top were impressive and really invoked the feeling of an explosion. 

 

Alan Fear (Sound) 

The sound effects were imaginative and well cued. The music was well balanced for the singers and 

gave good accompaniment to the group numbers. 

 

Chez Annetts (Costumes) assisted by Ann Roberts (Dresser) 

The costumes were well chosen for each of the sketches with a lot of attention to detail, although I 

did notice that the ‘Bowler Hat Man’ was wearing a top hat! The army uniforms worked well in Dad’s 

Army and Black Adder and the period costumes in Billy Elliott and the Shakespeare sketches looked 

good. All of the youngsters looked comfortable in their costumes and could move well on stage in 

them.  
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Heather Annetts and Dave Stonham (Properties) 

There were lots of props and they had been well sourced to be authentic for the period. There were 

corded phones on Dad’s Army and a huge mobile phone for Trigger Happy TV. The props in Digging a 

Hole were perfect with a bollard and a road closed sign and I was impressed that every one of the 

items that were asked for in Four Candles were provided. 

 

Thank you so much for inviting me to your show. I do love to join you and to see what you have been 

working on. This was a great show, and you were all great, well done! 

 

 

Cate 
 
NODA London District 13 Representative  
 
 
 
 
 


